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         9 April 2019 
 
Dear Interim President Dorsey, and members of the SIU Board of Trustees, 
 
I write to urge President Dorsey to consult formally with the Board before deciding whether 
to approve the three proposed academic schools on the SIUC campus that have been rejected 
in votes by faculty. The three schools in question are those of Agricultural Sciences; 
Analytics, Finance and Economics; and Education.  

It is highly unusual for an administration to take actions like these in the face of 
faculty votes to the contrary, particularly when votes by faculty in individual units are 
seconded by votes by the Faculty Senate and Graduate Council. There is a good reason for 
this: universities run best when they are run according to the principles of shared 
governance.  

If faculty are forced to work in school structures imposed on them despite their votes 
to the contrary, these schools are unlikely to succeed. Faculty morale on the Carbondale 
campus is already low—so low that it may be as serious a problem as the enrollment crisis 
itself. The campus administration’s effort to impose reorganization against the will of the 
faculty would, if successful, push morale through the floor.  

These schools are being presented to an Interim President by an Interim Chancellor 
following the lead of an Interim Provost. Yet the decisions made about these schools will 
have a permanent impact on SIUC. And the current Board of Trustees is made up largely of 
new members who played no role in the decision to delegate authority to the Interim 
President to make decisions about schools.  

Given all of this it would, in our view, be extremely unwise of the Interim President to 
make final decisions about matters of such weight without consultation with the Board, and 
unwise for the Board to leave controversial and weighty decisions entirely in the hands of 
interim administrators.  

To assist any who wish to review the relevant documents about these schools, 
documents which will show both the case for and the case against these schools, we have 
gathered together relevant information on our website at: http://bit.ly/FA_school_info.   

We in the FA would also be happy to answer any questions you have about this 
process, or put you in touch with faculty who can provide the relevant answers.  

         
Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 
        Dave Johnson 
        President, SIUC-FA 
        dmj2@me.com 


